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The Problems of Philosophy Chapters xiii -xv Summary
In chapter 13, Russell picks up the discussion on the knowledge of truths he had introduced in the previous chapter. The discussion now moves to how to tell the truth from falsehood. He argues that knowledge is more than mere belief since one can rightly believe in something even without justifying it. According to Russell, knowledge must be inferred from premises that are known (Russell, 1912, pp. 68). Russell believes psychological inference and intuition as the bedrocks of knowledge.  Towards the end, Russell explains that knowledge gained through facts is more stable than knowledge by judgment. Russell also speaks about the varying degrees of judgment, from high certainty to a mere likelihood. Russell points on the possibility of applying coherence to judge a probable opinion. 
In chapter 14, Russell admits to having avoided important issues held dear by other philosophers. These include the dogmas of religion, understanding good and evil, and the rationality of the universe among others. Russell is particularly interested in George Wilhelm Fredrich Hagel’s (1770 - 1831) attempt to use logic to understand the universe (Russell, 1912, pp. 73).  Hagel argued that everything in the universe, whether ideas or objects are incomplete. Although Russell regards this approach as noble, he refutes the argument that anything can fully be known to conclude that it is incomplete. Russell hails Hagel’s metaphysics analysis as useful in evaluating some modern philosophies, such as the law of gravity (Russell, 1912, pp. 76). Russell concludes the chapter by suggesting that philosophy is the most suitable way of critiquing knowledge. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The final chapter of The Problems of Philosophy is an evaluation of the value of philosophy. Russell is aware of the fact that some people consider philosophy as useless trifling and controversies on knowledge. Russell explains that it is the misconceptions on the end of life that makes most people despise philosophy. He argues that philosophy should be taught in school as it is the food for the mind. He states the primary goal of philosophy as creating knowledge from which we can examine the grounds of our beliefs and convictions. Russell offers interesting explanations as to why philosophy does not appear mainstream. Notably, he asserts that all disciplines studied today once belonged to philosophy but branched when substantial knowledge about them was established. In conclusion, Russell points out that philosophy allows people to escape their individualism and make them citizens of the universe (Russell, 1912, pp. 81). Russell is enthusiastic about the significance of philosophy in fostering justice. 
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